Theater Appreciation

Walla Walla Community College
Course Outline

Instructor: Jessica Barkl – Winter Session 2011
Class Time: Monday and Wednesday 6:00-8:30PM.  

Course Description: Theater Appreciation is a study of live theater and how it is produced, how it has developed historically and culturally, and how it is evaluated and analyzed.  This is primarily a survey and theory class but it also includes some practical hands on experience in the various crafts as well as theater watching experiences.

Intended Learning Outcomes:

  Articulate a definition of theatre and discuss its various elements intelligently. 

  Explain the individual responsibilities, duties, and tools of theatrical artist collective (designer, playwright, director, etc.) 

  Analyze and discuss a play intelligently from a variety of perspectives (designer, director, actor, etc.) utilizing knowledge of theatre history, the elements of dramatic literature, dramatic genres and styles. 

  Respond critically to a theatrical production, expressing both personal preferences and an appreciation for the aesthetic experience. 

  Identify and discuss the impact/contributions of defining moments, artists, and works that emerged in the time periods relevant to the course. 

  Develop an enduring critical approach to theatrical performance.
Textbook:
THEATER: A WAY OF SEEING, by M.S. Barranger, 5th Edition, Wadsworth Publishing, Belmont, CA, 2006.

Evaluation:
Final Project



30%



Class Speeches


10%



Exams (3)





1st Exam/2nd Exam

10%




3rd Exam


25%



Theater Reaction Papers

25%

Weekly Class Calendar and Assignments

	Week
	Area of Study
	Assignment

	1 – Jan. 3 and 5.
	Theater Orientation/Differences; types of theater and dramatic forms.

Monday - watch SHAKESPEARE BEHIND BARS.  Pass out Final Exam and assign Final Project.  
Wednesday - Finish film and learn about memorization techniques; read a little of A WINTER’S TALE.
	Read Chapters 1 & 5 (discussion/speeches on Monday the 10th), response paper to the movie SHAKESPEARE BEHIND BARS due Monday the 10th.

	2 – Jan. 10 and 12.
	Dramatic Conventions, Structures and Forms

Monday – Speeches/Discussion Chapters 1 & 5.  Watch Ms. Barkl’s work and discuss.  Paper due for SHAKESPEARE BEHIND BARS due.
Wednesday – Speeches/Discussion: Chap. 6-7
	Read Chapters 6 & 7 (discussion/speeches on Wed.). Read Chapters 4 & 12 for next Wednesday’s discussion.

	3 –  Jan. 19.
	Discussion of Modern and Classical Tragedy; Other Dramatic Forms

Monday – No Class

Wednesday – Speeches/Discussion for Chap. 4 & 12. Viewing of Ms. Barkl’s work, focusing on Lighting Design.
	Read A WINTER’S TALE for discussion on Monday, January 24.  Paper for it due on January 24, as well.

	4 – Jan. 24 and 26.
	Monday – WINTER’S TALE paper due.  Discussion of A WINTER’S TALE.  Watch August Wilson’s THE PIANO LESSON.
Wednesday – Finish film.  Discuss.
	Reaction paper for THE PIANO LESSON due Monday, Jan. 31.  Exam #1 next Monday.  Turn in what is done on Chapters at this time.

	5 – Jan. 31 Feb. 2
	Theater Language – Situational Drama
Monday – PIANO LESSON paper due.  Exam #1 and FINALS due.  

Wednesday – Speeches/Discussion Chapters 2 & 3
	Read Chapters 2 & 3, speeches/discussion on Wednesday.  Read Chapters 8 & 9 for Monday February 7.  

	7 – Feb. 7 and 9
	Stage Language and The Actor
Monday – Speeches/Discussion for Chapters 8-9.
Wednesday – Speeches/Discussion for Chap. 10-11.
	Read Chapters 10 & 11 for Wednesday. Read Chapters 13, 14, 15 for Monday.

	8 – Feb. 14/16
	Monday – Speeches/discussion Chapters 13-15.

Wednesday – Exam #2, Finals due. 
	Exam #2 on Wednesday, Finals due then.  

	9 – Feb. 23
	Monday – No class

Wednesday - Watch INTO THE WOODS in class.
	Discussion of INTO THE WOODS when finished viewing.  Response paper due Monday, Feb. 28.  

	10 – Feb. 28 and March 2.
	Monday - Response paper for INTO THE WOODS due.  Discuss.  Start HENRY V.

Wednesday - Watch HENRY V in class.
	Response paper due FOR HENRY V due Monday, March 7.  Monologue presentation on Wednesday March 9.

	11 – March 7 and 9.
	Monday – HENRY V paper due, discussion.  Monologue boot camp.

Wednesday – Present monologues.  Discuss.  Work on Final projects.
	Final project presentations and edited final due March 14.

	12 – March 14
	Monday – presentation of final projects, final exams due.
	


