PLAYWRITING SYLLABUS – Summer 2010
DRMA281 

Instructor: Jessica Barkl

North Campus Walla Walla Community College

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Beginning Playwriting

This course introduces students to the elements, art and discipline of playwriting, by exploration of established works and creation of original one-act plays, scenes and monologues. By the course’s conclusion, students will have completed a revised draft of a one-act play, and hear a scene from their plays read in a public performance.

This course is designed as an introduction to the process of playwriting. The emphasis is on the exploration of a range of techniques and tools available to the playwright. Through the completion and discussion of a series of writing exercises the class will examine the various elements of playwriting. The way that these elements may be combined to create plays will be explored in the writing of several short plays, and ultimately, in the drafting a longer work. 

Pre-requisite: English 97 or instructor permission.

Textbooks:

Plimpton, George.  Playwright’s at Work.  New York: The Modern Library.  2000.
Spencer, Stuart.  The Playwright’s Guidebook.  New York: Faber and Faber, 2002.
COURSE TOPICS
2 WEEKS – Discuss foundations of the playwrighting process through the reading of both texts.  Begin playwrigting exercises from THE PLAYWRIGHT’S GUIDEBOOK.

2 WEEKS – Read, discuss and formally critique scenes from modern and classical scripts.  Continue playwrighting exercises.

1 WEEK – Plan, revise and edit some of the playwrighting exercises.

1 WEEK – Write first draft of original script.

1 WEEK – Present draft to class.  Revise and edit first draft.

1 WEEK – Polish 2nd draft and turn in.

	June 22

Introduction/Syllabus

Sign Education Contract

Lecture: Overview of Class

Homework: Read pgs. 21-47 in The Playwright’s Guidebook and complete Exercise 1 on pg. 47.
	June 24

Classroom Activities: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and give feedback.  Read action scenes and give feedback.

Homework: Read pgs. 48-72 in The Playwright’s Guidebook and complete Exercise 2 on pg. 72.
	June 25

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and give feedback.  Read Conflict Scenes and give feedback

Homework: Read pgs. 73-95 and complete Exercise 3 on pg. 95.

	June 29

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and give feedback.  Read Event Scenes and give feedback. 

Homework: Read pgs. 96-107 and complete Exercise 4 on pg. 107.
	July 1

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and give feedback.  Read Beat Scenes and give feedback.

Homework: Read pgs. 111-169 for discussion on Friday.
	July 2

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and discuss.  Discuss reading and do some more image exercises.

Homework: Read pgs. 170-219 and complete #4 of Exercise 7 on pg. 203.

	July 6

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and discuss.  Read Language exercises and discuss.

Homework:  Assign scenes to be read for discussion next class.
	July 7

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and discuss.  Read scenes and discuss.

Homework: Read Beckett interview and Arthur Miller interview from Playwrights at Work for discussion next class.
	

	July 13

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and discuss.  Discuss Samuel Beckett and Arthur Miller interviews.  Read some scenes from those playwrights.

Homework: Read Edward Albee, Neil Simon and August Wilson interviews from Playwrights at Work for discussion in next class.


	July 15

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and discuss.  Discuss readings.  Read some scene from those playwrights.

Homework: Read David Mamet, John Guare, and Wendy Wasserstein interviews from Playwrights at Work for discussion.

	

	July 20

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Read some and discuss. Discuss readings.  Read some scenes from those playwrights.

Homework: Read pgs. 223-246 in The Playwright’s Guidebook and complete #1 and #2 of Exercise 9 on pg. 247-8.
	July 22

Classroom Activity: Discuss readings.  Read #1 of Exercise 9 and complete questions portion of #2 in class of Exercise 9.  Discuss scenes.

Homework: Read pgs. 249-295 in The Playwright’s Guidebook for discussion.  
	July 23

Classroom Activity: Discuss reading.  Spend time in class working on what will be the first draft of your play you are writing for your final project.

Homework:  Read pgs. 296-319 in The Playwright’s Guidebook for discussion.

	July 27

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Discuss reading.  Work on play.

Homework: Work on play.
	July 29

Classroom Activity: 15 min. image exercise.  Discuss reading.  Work on play.

Homework: Work on play, first draft to be presented next class.
	

	August 3

Classroom Activity: Read first drafts.  Discuss.  

Homework: Begin work on revisions.
	August 5

Classroom Activity: Read first drafts.  Discuss.  

Homework: Begin work on revisions.
	August 6

Classroom activity: Work on revisions in class.

Homework:  Final drafts to be presented next week.

	August 10

Classroom Activity: Read final drafts.  Discuss.  


	August 12

Classroom Activity: Read final drafts.  Discuss.  


	


RECOMMENDED COURSE EVALUATION

50-60% Writing and Reading assignments

15-20% Participation and Attendance

25%-30% Presentations
 
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
While this course does not attempt to address all of the Drama Studies Learning Goals, an emphasis is placed on addressing a majority of the goals as listed below.  The course is designed to address the education of playwriting majors as well as students specializing in other theatrical disciplines.
A.
Communication


1.
Each student should be able to communicate effectively in writing and verbally.

2.
Each student should have a competency in a variety of writing styles ranging from casual to formal.

3.
Each student should be able to communicate with artists, craftpersons, and managers across theatrical disciplines.

B.
Analysis

1.
Each student should have the ability to read and analyze a broad range of dramatic literature.

2.
Each student should be able to analyze and read a script from the perspective of all theatrical disciplines.

3.
Each student should be able to read a play and be articulate about the transformation of the written word into the theatrical event.

C.
Collaboration

1.
Each student should have the ability to work effectively within a group process.

2.
Each student should be able to work successfully with collaborators from all theatrical disciplines.

D.
Research

1.
Each student should have a broad range of research skills including library, internet, and experiential research.

2.
Each student should have competence in finding, analyzing and using both primary and secondary resources.

3.
Each student should be able to discriminate between useful and unreliable resource materials.
MASTER COURSE OUTLINE
1. Mastery of Content - A drama student will establish mastery of a body of knowledge and skills in depth and breadth. 

2. Articulate Communication - A drama student will be able to communicate articulately in both the spoken and the written word, being able to read and to listen critically in order to understand the conversation in progress, and to adjust diction and style to the anticipated audience, to the subject matter and to the purpose of the communication. This goal recognizes the necessity that a student's ability to communicate keep pace with the increasing subtlety, precision and depth of the student's knowledge, sensibilities and deliberative powers. 

3. Capacity to Work Toward Accomplishing Goals Both Independently and Cooperatively  - A drama student will have the capacity to work toward accomplishing goals both independently and as part of a team. This means being able to engage in inquiry, being self-directed in one's work, and being able to cooperate toward group accomplishment. 

4. Knowledge of and Respect for Individuals and Groups Who are Different from Themselves  - A drama student will have knowledge of and respect for individuals and groups who are different from themselves. This goal recognizes the importance of multicultural and global approaches to teaching and learning as core strands in our curriculum and that the study and examination of differences and diversity are integral to and interwoven throughout one's education in Washington State. 

5. Development of Service-Oriented, Socially Responsible Value and Ethical Framework - A drama student will develop or enhance his/her value and ethical framework and respect the religious and ethical foundations that are central to a theater professional. This goal requires the Instructor to provide opportunities, incentives and resources to help students appreciate their responsibilities to others and to society. 

6. Critical and Creative Thinking - A drama student will be capable of thinking critically and creatively, integrating knowledge and ways of knowing, making reflective judgments, identifying significant ideas and their underlying assumptions, biases, and presuppositions.  

7. Development of Multiple Literacies - A drama student will develop multiple literacies, including computer literacy, information literacy, linguistic literacy, and visual literacy. 

8. A Personal Arts and Literature Aesthetic in Formation - A drama student will form a personal arts and literature aesthetic as a component of keen judgment, flexible imagination, self-expression and moral sensibility. 

9. Self-Reflection/Life Skills – Drama students will be able to apply their education to life and learning, to reflect on learning and experiences, and discover what choices are available to them and how to make life's choices wisely. 

10. Historical Consciousness - A drama student will develop knowledge and appreciation of the past and its role in shaping the present and the future.

LATE WORK: 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date noted in the syllabus. Late work will only be accepted at the instructor's discretion. Any late work accepted will be lowered by a full letter grade. In-class work cannot be made up.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: 
Prompt and regular attendance is vital to your success in this course. If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain class notes and copies of handouts from someone. 
You must also come prepared. To contribute to class discussions, you must complete each reading and writing assignment on time. 
You are allowed one unexcused absence.  For each additional unexcused absence your final grade will be lowered one-third of a letter grade (for example, from B to B-).  If you arrive in class more than 10 minutes late, you will be counted as absent.   Absences are excused only for documented medical and family emergencies.  You must contact the instructor in advance to arrange an excused absence.  Only in extreme circumstances (such as a serious accident on the way to class) will an absence be excused after the fact.
Please turn off your cell phone during class.
PLAGIARISM POLICY
Plagiarism is a very serious issue in this course.  If you plagiarize, you will be given and “F” for the course and you will win a free trip to the Vice-President of Studies office.
COURSE ADAPTATIONS AND ACCOMMODATIONS: 
If you have medical information I should be aware of, need special assistance during an emergency evacuation, or have special circumstances that call for course adaptations or accommodations, please alert me and make an appointment to discuss these arrangements. 


Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their specific needs. All discussions will remain confidential.

