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February 27, 2023
Dear Promotion Committee:
Please accept this letter on behalf of Jessica Barkl, who is applying for a promotion to Full Professor.
Jessica has been employed at SUNY Sullivan as a full-time faculty in the Theater Arts, AA program since 2014. She has also served as the Theater Arts Coordinator with oversight of the degree as well as theater productions where she produces at least two shows each year overseeing auditions, rehearsals, set, costume, lighting, sound, and design.
Her work creating and maintaining the Theater Arts AA includes two articulation agreements with Buffalo State College and SUNY New Paltz.  Her academic work includes creating an online Fundamentals of Speech class as well as developing Intercultural Communication, a 3-credit course that she is currently planning to train faculty how to teach.  She mentors part-time faculty who teach in the program.  All of her classes include free Open Educational Resources and she serves as an academic advisor and tutor.  In addition, she’s often the “go to” person when faculty need help using Brightspace.
Jessica serves as the faculty advisor for the Performing Arts Club.  The club meets weekly and includes professional development for students where she invites guests who speak on lighting, set, theater education, and audition workshops.  She is also the creator and Chair of the Theater Advisory Committee that includes members of the local community.  Through her work with this committee she has made connections with Bethel Wood Center for the Arts, the Forestburgh Playhouse, Stagedoor Manor, Shadowland Stages, and the Hurleyville Center for the Arts.  Theater students have interned with most of these agencies which is applied towards their Theater Arts AA degree.  
Jessica’s work outside the classroom also includes her recent dedication to the college’s upcoming accreditation visit with the Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE).  Jessica was a member of the “Core Team,” which was a small group of administrators, faculty, and staff who drove the self-study process. That was in addition to serving on the Standard 6 working group where she facilitated a connection with students who serve on the Student Government Association (SGA), as well as serving as a member of the larger Steering Group!  She devoted a substantial amount of time to the incredible work done to produce the final MSCHE self-study report.
I am not sure where to begin explaining Jessica’s work throughout the pandemic! While faculty, including Jessica, transitioned their courses to online in a short period of time, she took on the task of running productions in the theater with a long list of protocol to keep her students and herself safe and healthy.  This included everyone wearing proper masks…imagine actors wearing masks and performing with no one in the audience while focusing on the audiences watching from home ensuring they could be heard through those masks, but Jessica did it! During the 2022/23 academic year she wrote “The pandemic proved to us that what is important in our lives is our families and our community.  To celebrate this lesson we are producing shows that focus on our suenitos or our ‘little dreams’.  Things that we strive for and the sanctuaries we create in our homes and our communities.”  She is very “tech saavy” in the classroom as well as when producing shows, this helped her to “roll with the punches” with every glitch she came across running shows through the “COVID chaos” and she did it with grace.

Lastly, for a few years now Jessica has been the Parliamentarian for Faculty Council and is relied on for assistance for events taking place in the theater.

Jessica is well respected by her colleagues and students, and is a pleasure to work with.  She’s hard working and patient, and has a great sense of humor.  It is difficult to share all she has contributed to the college since 2014 in just one letter. 

Sincerely,
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Rose Hanofee, Dean, Liberal Arts, Sciences, and Health Sciences
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